The Epistle to the Romans

Study 38

Romans 13:1-7

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 

2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 

6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 

7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
My Relationship with the Government      
Today, if you live in a country in which migrants are treated as second class citizens, slavery is still practised and women are not enfranchised, what should you do as a Christian?  Is it your primary duty as a Christian to try to change this social order?  
To answer these questions let’s look at the teachings of the Lord.  He lived at the time when Jews were second class citizens – oppressed and an underprivileged minority.  It’s estimated that for every free person there were 3 slaves.  Political tyranny was practised.  Herod the Great ruled like a dictator.  He was cruel.  When Jesus was born, to protect his throne Herod ordered all baby boys 2 years and under be killed.  Taxes were exorbitant. Although there was a number of insurgences against the Roman government, the Lord never taught rebellion against the Roman government.  Pilot found no fault in Him.  The Lord never called for social or political reform not even by peaceful means.  His teaching was: Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s.  The Lord’s coming to the earth was to do the will of the Heavenly Father - Luke 19:10, "For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost."  Paul of course followed the teachings of His Lord and Master.  
In Romans 12:1&2, we have the teachings on how we should relate with God.  We are to present our bodies a living sacrifice unto Him.  The rest of chapter 12 deals with our relationship with fellow believers; and our relationship with non-Christians including our enemies as we live in a hostile world.   In Romans 13:1-7,  Paul deals with our relationship with the government.
The 2 instructions are clear:  (1) Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers (V 1) - be subject to the government  (2) Pay your taxes (verse 6).  These are our 2 civic duties.
Let very soul be subject to the Government.  
Verse 1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  
Qn:  ‘The powers that be’  (the powers that exist) are ordained of God means the authority of governments are ordained of God ie established by God.  Is there a difference between ‘the authority of governments’ and individuals who are in power?  What is the implication of your answer?
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....................................................................................................................................................................
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....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Why shouldn’t we disobey the government?

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Give an example in our daily life of authority being vested upon a lower ranking person by a much much higher ranking person.  Is your example a good comparison with God’s establishing the authority of governments?
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Verse 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  
Qn:  What is the next reason for not opposing government based on the second part of verse 2?  What does the ‘damnation’ here refer to?
....................................................................................................................................................................
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....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Is punishment handed down by the civil authority a principle consistent with biblical teaching?  Consider for example the use of the civil laws during the time of Moses such as  23 And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, 24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. (Exo 21)
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Qn:  But what if the government is rotten, corrupt, unjust, should we oppose the government by not obeying the laws?  Were the governments of Israel and Judah good when they were headed by their kings? Were the citizens of those kingdoms obligated to obey them?  What example did the Lord set on the night He was arrested and Peter drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear?
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Verses 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 

4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

Qn:  Based on verse 3, what is the next reason for submitting to civil authority?
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Qn:  What is the explanation for civil authorities being capable of being a deterrent to crimes (Capable as in the sense of being able to have a sense of right and wrong)?  
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Verse 5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.  
Qn:  Why else must we subject ourselves to the civil authority?

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................
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....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  In what way does our conscience act like a referee?

....................................................................................................................................................................
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....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  In what way(s), is a bad conscience like a bad referee?
....................................................................................................................................................................
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Qn:  What can you say about the conscience of a true believer? ( Hebrews 9:14, "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"  Hebrews 10:22, "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water."
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Read:  5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.  1 Peter 2:13-14, "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;  Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well."

Qn: To submit to authorities for the sake of conscience is like saying we are to submit to authorities for the sake of our Lord.   Your comments on ‘for the Lord’s sake.’?
....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  So,  should we submit to civil authorities without any condition?  Give examples for your answer?
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Verses  6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.  7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
Qn:  What is our obligation in regards to paying tax?
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....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  What if the government is very corrupt and very inefficient  in managing the government coffer and it appears that the taxes that we pay are being abused by people in office?  Should we still pay our tax? 
....................................................................................................................................................................
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Summary: Why must we obey civil authorities?

1. If we oppose the government we are actually opposing God, because the authority of the government is established by God.

2. If we disobey civil authorities, we will be punished.

3. We are to submit to civil authority because God has ordained the authority to restrain evil and to promote good.

4. We should submit to civil authorities for the sake of conscience, but more importantly for the sake of our Lord.  We are to bring honour and glory to His Name.
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